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March 23, 2020

copaul Noojlbail

Actin8 Superintendent

Grand Teton National Park

P.O. 8ox 17O

Moose, WY 8:X,12-0u0

Dear 9rperintendent NooJibail,

Teton County, the Town of Jackson, and St. ,ohn's Heahh r€cognlre the tremendous v.lue that Grand

Teton National Park brings to our town, county, citizens, and eoonomy. We also recognlze the dual

mandate of the National Park Sewice to pres€rve and protect natural resourcB wl le allowing for the
enjoyment ofthe Seneral public

We are wrltlng to erpress our conoeflti regarding the op€ratlon of 6raid Teton Natk nal Park durlng the
Covl&lg pandemlc that has led to a declaration of National Emergelxy.

As you may know, Teton Crunty and the Town of lacbon have implemented eg8resshre measures to
reduce the rat$ of lnfectlon ln our @unty. we have mandated the dosure of many non-essentlal

buslnesses and llrnlted the size of gBtherlngs through a public heahh order lssued by Dr. Travls Riddell,

our County Public lEatth Officer.

We have takm these steps in order to reduce the peak demand for critical health care services, and to
attemB to k€ep that demand in line w'th our treatment capacity, While ow hospltal ls as ptEpar€d as

possible, lt has a limited capacity to treat resid€nts of our county, and a hr€ie ard sudden increase ln the
number of patlerts needlng crltlcal care servlces muld overwhelm lts capaclty and our abllity to treat
everyone ln need.



We are partlcularly concernd that an influx ofvisitors will increase tiat peak demand for critical health

care, and thet we will not have the capacity to treat those visitors.

We hope that you keep that concern in mind as you make declsions regarding the operation of Grand

Teton National Park during this na$onalemergency.

we further urge you to consider the Public Heahh orders that have been lssued by Dr. Rlddell - as well

as future orders - as you make operational decisions that will impact the health ofTeton County

resldcnts. While it is our undeBtandins that thos€ ord€rs do not apply to National Park operations, we

belierre it is critical that we are consistent in our response to thls pandemic.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your sewke and concem for the well-being of our

residents and tourists alike.

Sincerely,
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Natalia D. ctlairwoman

Teton Co rd of County Commissircners

ldoon, Mayor

Attest: Sherry L Daigle

Teton county clerk

Attest: Sandy Bird

Town ofJackson

Dr- Tl is Riddell

Teton District Health Officer

e

ofJackson

J"-/n p-"-
,odie Pond, Director

Teton County Health Department

Dr. Paul B€aupre, Chief Executive Officer

st.lohn's Health
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Cameron Sholly

Superintendent

Yellowstone National Park

PO Box 158

Yellowstone Natioml Part, WY 8219G0168

Ilear Superintendent Sholly,

Teton County, the Town ofjackon, ard St. ,ohn's Heahh recotnize the tremetdous valu€ that
Yellowstone National Park brings to our town, qrunty, dtlzens, and economy. We also re@gnl2e the
dual mandate of the National Park Senice to pres€rE and protect natural resources whlle allowil6 for
the enFym€nt of the general ptrblk.

We are wdtlng to erercss our loncems retardirB the operation of yellowstone National park dorint th€
covi+lg pandemlc that has led to a dedaratlon of National Emergency.

As you may know, Teton county and tfie Town of Jackon hane implemented aggresslve m€asures to
redEe the rates of infection in our county. We have mandated the closwe of many non-ssential
buslness€s and limited the iize of gethedtss thmrgh a public health ord€r issued by Dr, Travis Ridel,
our county Publlc Health officer.

We have taken these steps in order to reduce tfte peak demand for crttcal heattlr care seMces, and to
attempt to keep that demand in line with ow tre.tment capadty. Whtte our hospatal k as p.epared as
posslble ft has a limited capacity to treat resldents ofour @unty, and a bGe and sudden inaease in the
number of patients needint critical care servles could otGrwh€lm its capadty and our ablllty to treat
eneryom in need.

We are particularly oncern€d that an lnffux of vtsltors will increse that p€ak demand for critkal health
care, and drat we will not have the Bpacity to treat tfioje visitors.



We hop€ that you keep that concern in mlnd as you mate decislons retarding the operation of
Yellowstone Natlonal Parks durint this national emerg€ncy.

We furttEr urge you to consider the Public Health Orderr that har€ been issued by Or. Rlddell - as well
as future orde6 - as you make operational decisions that will impact the heahh of Teton County

resi{renls. While it is our undertanding that those ordeB do not apply to Natlonal Park operations, we

believe it ls critical that we are consistent in our r€sponse to this pandemic.

Thank you for your attention to thls manef, and for your service and concern for the well-being of our
resldents and tourists alike.

Sincerely,

Natalia D Chairwoman Attest: Sherry L. Daigle

Teton County Clerkof County Commissioners

doon, Mayor Attest Sandy Birdyshaw.

Town ofjacksonof Jackson

Teton

G.,t-P*J 4t2.-
.lodie Pond, Director

T€ton County Health Department

o..rfl'rsniaaetr

Teton Oistrict Health Officer

Or. Paul Beaupre, Ofef Executive Officer

St. John's Health
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Tricia 0'Connor
forest Supervisor

Eridger Teton Nataonal Forest

PO Bor 1888

Jackson, WY 83001

Ilear gJpervisor O'Connor,

Teton County, the Town of Jackson, and St. ,ohn's Health recoBnlre t re tremendous valu€ that Bridger-
Teton ilational Forest bdngs to our town. county, cltltens, and economy. We also reco8nire the dual
mandate of the Forest s€Nice to prese e and protect natural resources while allo,ving for the
enjoyment oftlre general public.

We are wrlting to exprress our ooncerN regarding the operadon of Bridger-Teton Natbnal Forest during
the Covi&19 pandemic that has led to a dedaration of l{auonal EmerFncy.

As you may know, Teton County and the Toi'rrn of Jackon haw tmplemented 4resslrr€ measures to
reduce the rates of infehion in our county. We harE mandated tll€ closure of many non{ssential
businesses and limhed the sl2e of gath€rin8s throuSh a prlb8c health order issued by Dr. Travis Ridden,

our County Puuic llealth fficer.

we hare taken th€se steps in order to reduce the p€ak demend for critkal heahh care se,vlce3, and to
attempt to keep that demand ln llne witi our treatment Eapacity. WhAe our hostlital is as prepared as

posslble, lt has a limited capacity to treat resldents of oor county, and a large ard sudden increase in the
number of patients n€eding critical care servlces ould ouerwhelm its epacity and our abllity to tr€at
everyone in need.

we are particularly concemed that an lnf,ux of visitors will lnorase that peak demand for critical health
care, and that ure rv l not have th€ capaclty to treat $ose visltors.



We hope that you keep that concern in mind as you make declsions regardingthe operation of the
National Forest during thls mtional emergency.

We further urge you to consider the Public Heahh Orders that have been issued by Dr. Rlddell -as well
as future orders - as you make operatlonal decisions that wlll lmpact the health of Teton frunty
residents. While it is our understanding that those orders do not appv to Nauonal Park operations, we
believe it ls criticalthatwe are conristent ln our respons€ to this pandemic.

Thank you for your att€ntion to this matter, and for your service and concern for the well-beint of o|tJr

residents and tourists alike.

Sincerely,

Natalia D. Macker, Chalnroman Sherry L Daigle

Teton Co Board of County Commissione county clerk

ldoon, Mayor Attest Sandy Bi

of Jackon Town of Jacko

7.*fr-,
Jodie Pond, Director

Teton C-ounty Health Department
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Dr. Paul 8€aupre, Griel Exefltiye Officer

St. John's Health

Dr. Travis Riddell

Teton District Health OfFcer
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