
	

	
	

OUR	Oceans	OUR	Problem	
By	Addie	Robertson	

	
	

Vaca7ons		
	
Almost every year, my family makes the journey to the ocean. The clear, calm ocean. The 

one that you are thinking about, with the light breeze and the beating sun. The gentle waves and 

the nice soft sandy beaches.  

That’s where our mind is set when we wake up at 4:30 and travel for two days. And when 

we hop on the boat to go to the remote island, our hair is 

brought back by the breeze, and the salt water lightly 

jumps to our faces. And the second we step on the dock, 

my mom always says, “I love it here.”  

But, would she love it if the calm, clear water was 

scattered with trash? If the soft sand was broken up with 

shards of plastic? We would not enjoy it, but that is what 





the vacations could lead to. Every year we go back to Harbor Island, more trash scatters the 

beach. Every year thousands of species are hurt because of trash. And every year millions of tons 

of trash enter our oceans. 

When we explore the causes, effects, and solutions of ocean pollution, then we can 

combat the silence by using less, picking up more and supporting Oceana, one of the many 

organizations fighting to make our oceans cleaner. 

	

“The	Ocean	Size	Problem	Of	Ocean	Pollu7on”	
	
Ocean pollution and water pollution were not a big thing until a river in Ohio caught on 

fire again in 1969. Yes you heard that right, a river caught on fire. The river caught on fire 

because of all the oils and trash floating amongst it. I'm not here to talk about rivers but all that 

oil and trash eventually floated to the oceans. The oceans that are home an estimated amount of 9 

million species. And out of those, about 100,000 living creatures die a year for entanglement and 

trash in their digestive system.	Also, “In the first decade of this century, we made more plastic 

than all the plastic in history up to the year 2000. And every year, billions of pounds of plastic 

end up in the world’s oceans”(Center for Biological Diversity). We had made more plastic in 10 

years, then the 148 years since John Hyatt made the first form of plastic. And how much will we 

end up making from 2010-2020? Honestly, who knows? And not only are we wasting material, 

such as oil making this substance that can easily be replaced with something else, our beloved 

blue seas are disappears under trash islands. 

	

The	Contributors	
 

You probably didn't realize that you are one of the reasons our vacations aren't as 

enjoyable. Not to point fingers or anything but you are the cause of the dying marine animals. 

Every year “Approximately 1.4 billion pounds of trash per year enters the ocean” (NOAA ). 

That's more than twice the amount of people living in Wyoming entering our oceans! But the 

question is, How does it get there? There are many ways, you being one of them. Littering and 

Runoff contribute to our polluted oceans. “The National Academy of Sciences in the USA 





estimated in 1997 that around 6.4 million tonnes of litter enter the world’s oceans each year” 

(World Ocean Review ). Litter is known to be trash, such as paper and drink containers left lying 

in public space. And the 6.4 million tons was in 1997; today there are way more people walking 

our planet. This means that your protein bar wrapper lying next to the soccer field eventually 

makes it to our oceans. All this trash that we leave lying around in the Rocky Mountains makes it 

to our oceans. They make it to our oceans through runoff. Runoff is the draining away of water. 

So our protein bar wrappers get picked up in the rivers after all the snow melts. Not only does 

water take them, it’s wind too. Littering is not the only cause of ocean pollution. Manufacturing 

chemicals get released in the air and taken by wind and water to the oceans along with all the 

agriculture pesticides. 

 

	

	
The	Effects	

 

The next question is, who and what does this trash and stuff effect? You could say these 

pieces of trash and chemicals affect everything. But one harm that we can all see is to the 

animals. The magnitude of the effects are shown here: 

 

● “Fish in the North Pacific ingest 12,000 to 24,000 tons of plastic each year, which can 

cause intestinal injury and death.” 

 





● “The most current research indicates that half of sea turtles worldwide have ingested 

plastic”(Center for Biological Diversity). 

 

As we can see from looking at these statistics, we are harming the animals. There are 

2,000 pounds in one ton. So just imagine how much these fish eat, and the thing is they don't 

realize it. They mistake trash for food or the trash is already in what they eat. Also, not only sea 

turtles are getting majorly harmed, all the animals are. And from them, us humans are intoxicated 

through the process of biomagnification.  

Biomagnification is is the process in which chemicals get built up in an organism as a 

result of eating another organism with these toxins or chemicals. So if you are a sushi lover and 

don't think it's a big deal leaving your protein bar wrapper on the field, think about how you hurt 

yourself. You are ingesting wrapper as you bite into your once delicious sushi. Overall, by 

polluting our oceans you harm marine life and yourself. 

 

Solu7ons--What	to	do		
 By now I hope you're wondering what to do. Although there are many solutions that 

could help prevent ocean pollution, I think that eliminating forms of plastic, such as plastic bags 

is more effective. EcoWatch states, “Plastic constitutes approximately 90 percent of all trash 

floating on the ocean's surface, with 46,000 pieces of plastic per square mile” (EcoWatch). In this 

statistic, we see that most of the trash floating in our ocean is plastic. From this we know that if 

we ban plastic bags in some cities and use reusable water bottles, the number of plastic getting to 

the ocean could be cut down. Imagine less beaches with trash everywhere, and less marine 

animals killed each year. By cutting down on plastic, we can eliminate a good portion of how 

much trash enters our ocean.	

	

Your	Turn	

	

Our oceans are our problem. Now that we have explored causes, effects and and examples of one 

solution to prevent ocean pollution, it's your turn to act. In many ways you can take a stand and 





act against ocean pollution. One way is by supporting Oceana, the largest international advocacy 

focused on ocean conservation. But before I go on and tell you what you should do, let me tell 

you what I did. 

In the beginning of May, Brooklyn, my partner and I started to email the mayor hoping to 

meet with him about how Jackson contributes to ocean pollution, and what has already done to 

prevent it. Also, in that email we through in the idea of a tax or a ban on plastic bags, not 

thinking we would actually be in the process of making one. He responded to that email 

interested in what we had to offer. He said he would be happy to meet with us and that we could 

possibly meet with the town attorney to discuss legal regulations. Brooklyn and I responded with 

times that would work for us and thanked him for taking the time to respond and help us get 

involved. After that email was sent, we did not hear back from him for a couple of days. This 

made me nervous. Had he not really been interested? Did he really care?  He then finally 

responded asking if May 11, at noon worked. Brooklyn and I then agreed that we would be there, 

thanking him again for all that he had done.  

The days were leading up to the meeting were torture. Brooklyn and I were worried if he 

was going to take us seriously. And if he was really going to care at all. But it all went well.  

Brooklyn and I arrived at Town Hall, nervous to exit the car. We eventually walk up to 

front office and ask for the mayor's office. She points us upstairs. We walk into a waiting room 

and sit down, silent just looking at each other. Mr. Muldoon finally walks out and greets us with 

a handshake and says, “I am so excited you are here.” After he said that my nervous energy had 

calmed. 

During the meeting he talked about creating a ban on forms of plastic bags. We talked 

about what we were going to do in order to satisfy everyone's needs and everything else. 

Brooklyn and I were going to attempt to make a law.  Or should I say we are attempting to make 

a law. 

Why was this scary? Well first I met with the mayor. And I had never done something 

like this before. Now I am excited to follow through and possibly make a law on banning forms 

of plastic bags in Jackson! 





But that is what I did, and I understand that all of you are not going to go to the mayor's 

office, but you can donate to Oceana. Oceana is one of the largest organization worldwide 

fighting for clean oceans. “Oceana seeks to make our oceans as rich, healthy, and abundant as 

they once were”(Oceana). The thing 

about this organization that grabbed 

me was there “victories”. Oceana 

communicates with countries that 

govern parts of the oceans and asks 

them to makes policies to prevent the 

ocean from become more unhealthy and polluted. Each case they win, is a victory. Oceana was 

founded in 2001 and since then they have “achieved dozens of concrete policy victories for 

marine life and habitats”(Oceana). This just shows how amazing they are. With offices all around 

the world they really do care about the oceans, like I do and I hope you do.  

Throughout this article I gave you causes and effects on ocean pollution. I gave you 

solutions and ways to get involved. Now it's up to you to make the difference. Now it's up to you 

to make the change. Now it's up to you to decide if you want good, clean vacations. Its up to you 

to save OUR oceans. 
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